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Swiss Grand Award for Music 2019 goes to the
duo Cod.Act – André and Michel Décosterd
The winners of the Swiss Grand Award for Music 2019 are Cod.Act – André and Michel
Décosterd, two brothers who explore the interactions between sound, image and
space and reinvent perceptions of contemporary music. Fourteen musicians and
ensembles also receive a Swiss Music Prize. The award ceremony will take place on
20 September at the Kunstmuseum Basel as part of the ZeitRäume festival, with
Federal Councillor Alain Berset in attendance.
Born in Le Locle in 1967 and 1969 respectively, André and Michel Décosterd occupy a unique
place within the artistic productions covered by the generic term “sound art”. After training as
an organ builder and receiving a diploma from the Ecole de Jazz et de Musique Actuelle
(EJMA), Lausanne, musician and composer André Décosterd specialised in computer
programming of musical applications and studies the composition systems specific to
electroacoustic and contemporary music. Michel Décosterd obtained a diploma in architecture
from the School of Engineering in Biel and soon began working primarily as a plastic artist and
photographer. He is also a self-taught expert in mechanical engineering and machine
construction, which has led him to design kinetic sculptures. Since 1997 the two brothers have
been working together under the name Cod.Act, creating extraordinary musical and
architectural forms with an aesthetic that evokes the world of industry. They present their works
at digital creation festivals throughout the world and have received a number of prestigious
awards, notably the Golden Nica for Interactive Art from the Ars Electronica festival in Linz and,
on three occasions, the Grand Prize in the Art Division of the Japan Media Arts Festival.
Swiss Music Prize winners announced
The Swiss Music Prize recognises and highlights the work of exceptional and innovative
Swiss musicians. This year’s accolades go to the following 14 musicians and ensembles:
Bonaventure – Soraya Lutangu (Rougemont VD), d’incise – Laurent Peter, (Geneva), Pierre
Favre (Le Locle), Ils Fränzlis da Tschlin (Engadin, GR), Béatrice Graf (Nyon), Michael Jarrell
(Geneva), Kammerorchester Basel (Basel), KT Gorique (Sion), Les Reines Prochaines
(Basel), Rudolf Lutz (St. Gallen), Björn Meyer (Bern), Andy Scherrer (Brunnadern SG), Sebb
Bash (Lausanne) and Marco Zappa (Locarno).
All musical genres are represented among the winners, from jazz to contemporary music, hip
hop to rap, and classical to popular. However, the emphasis this year is on electronic music

in all its facets. For the first time, a Swiss Music Prize goes to an orchestra.
Award ceremony
The award ceremony will take place on 20 September at the Kunstmuseum Basel, with
Federal Councillor Alain Berset in attendance. Some of the winners will be appearing at the
ZeitRäume festival, which takes place in Basel from 13 to 22 September and features a
programme of music and architecture: www.zeitraeumebasel.com
Selection procedure for the award winners
Each year, the Federal Office of Culture appoints a panel of around ten music experts to put
forward candidates from all regions of the country and all fields of music. Their selection is
then submitted to the Federal Music Jury. In January 2019 the seven members of the jury
chose the duo to receive the Swiss Grand Award for Music and the 14 winners of the Swiss
Music Prizes. The Swiss Grand Award for Music is endowed with CHF 100,000, while each
Swiss Music Prize is worth CHF 25,000.
Further information:
Biographies of the winners and a full list and biographies of the jury members can be found
at www.schweizermusikpreis.ch/en/, where film presentations and portraits of the winners will
also be available from June.
Contact:
Requests for interviews with the winners and accreditation for the award ceremony: Janina
Neustupny, tel. 077 454 48 50, media@schweizermusikpreis.ch
Information on the Swiss Music Prize: Giada Marsadri, Swiss Music Prize, Cultural Creativity
Section, Federal Office of Culture, tel. +41 58 460 56 38, giada.marsadri@bak.admin.ch
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