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Swiss Grand Award for Music 2018 goes to
Irène Schweizer
The Swiss Grand Award for Music 2018 goes to Irène Schweizer, one of the most
important contemporary jazz pianists, for a body of work that is unique in its field.
Thirteen musicians and one ensemble receive a Swiss Music Prize. The award
ceremony will take place on 13 September in Lausanne as part of the Label Suisse
festival, with Federal Councillor Ignazio Cassis in attendance.
Born in Schaffhausen in 1941, pianist and percussionist Irène Schweizer is one of the
leading figures in modern jazz. In the 1960s she explores the jazz scene in London and in
Zurich where, in 1968, she meets her collaborator of many years, the drummer Pierre Favre,
and becomes a highly influential exponent of free jazz and improvised piano playing. Irène
Schweizer possesses great charisma and a characteristically unfussy musical style. As well
as giving concerts around the world along with various combinations of artists and on her
own, Irène Schweizer has released numerous albums, both solo and in duos with Pierre
Favre, Joey Baron and others. She remains a committed member of Europe’s musical
women’s movement (“Feminist Improvising Group”, “Les Diaboliques”), and is the co-founder
of the Taktlos Festival, the Werkstatt für Improvisierte Musik Zürich (WIM) and the jazz label
Intakt.
Swiss Music Prize winners announced
The Swiss Music Prize recognises and highlights the work of exceptional and innovative
Swiss musicians. This year’s accolades go to the following musicians: Noldi Alder (Urnäsch,
AR), Dieter Ammann (Zofingen, AG), Basil Anliker a.k.a. Baze (Bern), Pierre Audétat
(Lausanne), Laure Betris a.k.a. Kassette (Fribourg), Sylvie Courvoisier (New York), Jacques
Demierre (Geneva), Ganesh Geymeier (Moudon, VD), Marcello Giuliani (Paris and
Lausanne), Thomas Kessler (Allschwil, BL), Mondrian Ensemble (Basel), Luca Pianca
(Lugano), Linéa Racine a.k.a. Evelinn Trouble (London and Zurich), and Willi Valotti
(Nesslau, SG). From jazz to contemporary via hip hop, classical and improvisation, rock,
sampling, popular music and Baroque, the winners bear witness to the diversity and
excellence of the Swiss music scene.

Award ceremony
The award ceremony will take place on 13 September at the Salle Paderewski in Lausanne,
with Federal Councillor Ignazio Cassis in attendance. SRG SSR, media partner of the Swiss
Music Prize, will broadcast the ceremony live on the websites of all the national channels.
Some of the winners will also be performing at the Label Suisse festival, which takes place in
Lausanne from 14 to 16 September and presents around a hundred musicians from all over
Switzerland on eight stages. The programme will be unveiled on 29 August 2018 on the
website www.labelsuisse.ch.
Procedure for the Swiss Music Prize
Each year, the Federal Office of Culture appoints a panel of music experts to put forward
candidates from all regions of the country and all fields of music. Their selection is then
submitted to the Federal Music Jury. In February 2018 the seven members of the jury chose
the recipient of the Swiss Grand Award for Music and the 14 winners of the Swiss Music
Prize. The Swiss Grand Award for Music is endowed with CHF 100,000, while each Swiss
Music Prize is worth CHF 25,000.

Further information:
Biographies of the winners attached
A full list and biographies of the jury members can be found at
www.schweizermusikpreis.ch/en/, where film presentations and a publication on the winners
will also be available from June.
Pressebilder (Auswahl):
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1JY1pPxXgHy0_iGbiBX6oT69D-2b_87Lk
Contacts:
Requests for interviews with the winners and accreditation for the award ceremony:
Janina Neustupny, tel. 077 454 48 50, media@schweizermusikpreis.ch
Information on the Swiss Music Prize:
Martine Chalverat, Music Promotion, Cultural Creativity Section, Federal Office of Culture,
tel. 058 465 11 80 / 078 678 90 84, martine.chalverat@bak.admin.ch
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